PEAGMATISM

Eiemann and Lobatschewskl as rivals to the
assumptions of Euclid, and the brilliant writings of
Poincai'6 have explained the human devices on
which mathematical concepts rest. Euclidean geo-
metry is reduced to a useful interpretation of the
data of experience; it is not theoretically the only
one. Its superior validity is dependent upon its
use when applied to the physical world. Even
mathematics, therefore, lend themselves to the
philosophic inference drawn by Henri Bergson and
others, that all conceptual systems of the human
mind have a merely conditional truth, depending on
the circumstances of their application.

2. Another fountain-head of Pragmatic philo-
sophy has been Darwinism. Indeed, the Pragmatic
is the only philosophizing which has completely
assimilated Evolution. The insight into the real
fluidity of natural species ought long ago to have
toned down the artificial,rigidity of logical classi-
fications. To know reality man can no longer rest
in a * timeless' contemplation of a static system ;
he must expand his thoughts so as to cope with a
perpetually changing process. Since the world
changes, his < truths' must change to fill it. He
is faced with the necessity of a continuous recon-
struction of beliefs. This influence of Darwin has
inspired the logical theories of Professor Dewey and
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